
Liturgy – Advent 4 

December 21, 2024 at 5pm, Light of Christ ECC 

Theme: Nurturing the Word, The Word Nurtures Us  

Responses of the people are in bold 

 

Welcome:  

Opening Song: Maranatha 
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Teri:  Let us continue as one expression of God’s people.   + Father, 

Son, Holy Spirit.  Amen.  

Teri: May the Love of God, the care and compassion of the Incarnation, 

and the Fire of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

 

Penitential Rite 

 
 

Putting On Our Advent Ritual/Opening Prayer 

(NOTE: For the 4 Weeks of Advent, please bring your own prayer shawl 

from home.   For those in the sanctuary, we will have a variety of scarves to 

borrow for those who don’t have a prayer shawl.   For those at home, you 

could use a blanket if you don’t have a prayer shawl.) 

 

Teri:   (Also, winter solstice) 

Teri: Let us pray…. 

Dear Lord,  
that I may wear a shawl of strength, faith,  
health, and love.    
Give this shawl the ability to comfort,  
the ability to heal,  
the ability to give strength where it is needed, 
and by Your will it will be.                        
Amen. 

In Your Good Name we Pray, Amen.   



 

3 

 

First Reading: Irene 

Our First Reading is from the Prophet Baruch (4:1, 36-5:4, 7-9)  

 

She, Wisdom, is the book of the instruction of God, t 

he law that endures forever;  

All who cling to Her will live,  

but those will die who forsake Her.  

 

[Wisdom dwelt with God’s people in exile, and will journey with them 

home.] Look East!  

 

See Wisdom’s joy that is coming to you from God!  

Look! Here come your children, from whom you were parted!  

From east to west they are gathered by the word of the Holy One,  

rejoicing in God's glory.  

 

Take off your garment of sorrow and distress.  

Put on forever the splendor of God's glory.  

Wrap the mantle of justice around you.  

Place on your head the diadem of the Holy One's brilliance.  

 

God will reveal your splendor to all under the heavens.  

You will be named by God forever:  

“The Peace of Justice” and “Divine Glory.” 

 

This has been a reading from Baruch.   

 Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm: #66 Come, Lord! Maranatha 
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Second Reading: Irene 

 

The Second Reading is from Hebrews (10:5-7, 15-16, 18)   

 

Reminding us of the law’s meaning, Jesus spoke to us with words from the 

Psalms, saying:  

 

“Sacrifice and offering You did not desire, O God,  

but a body You prepared for me.  

In holocausts and sin offerings, You took no delight.”  

 

It is written of me in the scroll, ‘Behold, I come to do the desire of your 

heart, O God.’”   

 

The Holy Spirit also speaks to us through our Hebrew Scriptures, saying:  

 

“This is the covenant I will establish with them. I will put my laws in their 

hearts, and I will write them upon their minds”.  

 

For where there is forgiveness, sacrifice for sin is no longer necessary.  

 

This has been a Reading from Hebrews.     

Thanks be to God.  
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Gospel: 

   The Word of Christ be with you all. And also with you. 

   A Reading from the Gospel According to Luke (1:57-80)   

            Glory to you, O God+ 

 

When the time arrived for Elizabeth to give birth, she bore a son. Elizabeth 

had kept to herself till now; but her neighbors and relatives heard that God 

had lavished love on her, and they shared her joy.  

On the eighth day after the birth of her child, it was time to have him 

circumcised. They decided to name him Zechariah after his father. But his 

mother said, “No. He is to be called John.” They said to her, “None of your 

relatives has this name.” They began motioning to Zechariah to find out 

what he wanted the child to be named. The father asked for a writing-tablet 

and wrote: “His name is John.” They were all astonished. At that instant, 
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Zechariah’s mouth was opened and his tongue freed. He began to speak, 

praising God.  

Awe overcame all their neighbors, and all these things were talked about 

throughout the entire hill country of Judea. Everyone who heard about them 

pondered them and said, “What, then, will this child be?” 

Then Zechariah his father, filled with the holy Spirit, prophesied, saying: 

 

Blessed be God, Who visits humanity bringing healing and wholeness to 

all, raising a horn for liberation and wholeness within the house of David 

and Bathsheba, God's servants of old, as promised through the holy 

prophets of the ages.  

You reconcile us with our enemies and all who hate us.  

You show compassion to our ancestors.  

You remember Your holy covenants and the oath sworn to Abraham and 

Sarah, our ancestors in faith.  

You swore that, once reconciled with our enemies, we might worship You 

in holiness and righteousness all our days.  

And you, John, will be called a prophet of the Holy.  

You will lead us, preparing the way.  

You will give all people knowledge of their holiness through forgiveness,  

by making what is wounded whole.  

God's tenderness will turn Earth towards a healing sun enlivening those 

who dwell in the shadow of fear and death.  

You will guide our feet in a path of peace. 

And indeed, the hand of God was with John. The child grew and became 

strong in spirit. He lived in the desert until the day he appeared openly to 

Israel. 

 

This has been a reading from the Gospel of Luke.  Praise to you, Jesus 

the Christ.   
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Homily - Teri 

 

 

Prayers of the People - Irene 

Teri: I’d like to invite “Irene” back to lead us in the prayers that have been 

prepared for today.  The rest of you may remain seated. 

Irene : Our response today is: Holy One, nurture us. Holy One, nurture us. 

For people of every nation, across the globe. That the light of justice may 

shine brightly in our world, illuminating the way toward peace and 

understanding.  We pray: Holy One, nurture us. 

For our church and our faith leaders. that we may be beacons of faith, hope 

and love, sharing God’s grace abundantly. We pray: Holy One, nurture 

us. 

For those who are sick (especially _____). For those who feel alone or 

have no one to pray for them, especially all those who call the streets their 

home.  That they may know that God is with them.  We pray: Holy One, 

nurture us. 

Irene: For those who have died, especially Natalie Steele. That they may 

experience the joy of everlasting life. And for those who mourn the loss of 

loved ones. That God’s peace may bring them solace during this time.  We 

pray: Holy One, nurture us. 

Irene : Fr. Teri will now read the prayers that have been typed in the 

comments (PAUSE until Teri tells you to go on.)  For these and for all the 

prayers we share through our hearts, we pray:  Holy One, nurture us. 

Irene : In addition, Prayer Partners will be available after Mass here in the 

Sanctuary by the back altar.  For those at home, or those who have a 

prayer to share during the week, you can email our Prayer Companion 

Team at prayercompanionteam@lightofchristecc.org and someone will 

reach out to you.   These prayer ministries welcome and invite you, in 

mailto:prayercompanionteam@lightofchristecc.org
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confidence, to share your concerns in more detail or depth, or even to pray 

for you when you can’t find the words.       

Teri: Collect (adlib)   

 

Sign of Peace 

 

Offertory Song: # 76 Bread of Life 
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Liturgy of the Eucharist:  

Teri: Blessed are you, Loving God of all Creation, through your goodness 

we have this bread and this wine to place on your table.  Work of earth and 

human hands.  May these become our spiritual food and drink. Blessed be 

God forever.  

Teri: Blessed are you, Loving God of all Creation, through your goodness 

we have these gifts to place on your table.  They represent our entire lives, 

and all that we have to offer. These gifts have traveled through purses, 

pockets, and even the mail. May they become the Light of Christ in your 

world. Blessed be God forever.  

Teri: Pray my sisters and brothers, my family, that these our gifts, our lives 

may continue to be blessed by our Loving God. 

May God accept the sacrifice at our hands, for the praise and glory of 

God’s name, for our good and the good of all God’s world.  

 

Teri:  The peace of our God be with you all. 

 And also with you. 

Teri:  Let us open up our hearts. 

We open them up to God. 

Teri:  Let us give thanks to our Loving God. 

It is right to give God thanks and praise.   

 

Eucharistic Prayer:  

 

Teri:  We thank you, God, for this good Earth, with all of its many diverse 

peoples and elements. We thank you for its wisdom, and all that it has to 

teach us as it spins like Your own rosary bead.  Let us not only cherish, but 

nurture the peoples and creatures, the landscape and the waters and the 

atmosphere of this rich planet.  Let Your Word speak shalom, peace into 

every corner of your Creation.  
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Creative God, breath of all life through whom all things are created and 

sustained; all sons and daughters and children, flocks and herds, all birds 

of the air and fish of the sea. You walked this earth as child and Creator.  

You touched the soil, quenched your thirst, embraced this world, shared joy 

and light, love and laughter. You moved toward those who lived in shadows 

to shine your Loving Light.  Creative God, breath of all life through whom all 

things are created and sustained, we delight in You.  Now with all of 

creation, with the angels and shepherds, and all the holy ones who have 

passed the thin veil before us, we are glad to sing of your glory:  

 

Holy, Holy: 
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THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

Teri:  God, Goodness of the World, you prepare tables before us.  Send 

your Holy Spirit upon us gathered around tables throughout your world and 

gathered as your Body that we may become signs of your love and 

transforming work in the world.   + Let also your Spirit come upon these 

gifts of bread and wine, the meal before us to make them holy so that they 

may become for us the Body and Blood of our brother, Jesus the Christ.  

Today, we gather to remember that on the night before he died, Jesus ate 

with his followers and his friends.  We recall how he took a loaf of bread, 

and after blessing it, he broke it, and gave it to them saying - "Take this all 

of you and eat it.   This is my body which will be given up for you."    

We remember also, that on the night before Jesus died, He took the cup 

filled with wine, and after giving thanks, passed it to his friends, saying, 

"Take this all of you and drink from it.   This is the cup of my blood.  

The blood of the new and everlasting covenant.  It will be shed for you 

and for all so that sins may be forgiven.  Do this in memory of me.“  

 

Memorial Acclamation: 

Teri:  Let us proclaim the mystery of faith….. 

 



 

13 

Teri: Beloved God, Creator of all, You have invited each of us here today, 

And so we gather around these tables, knowing that all tables are your 

table, O God, and all food is sacrament.    

 

We come from many places, differing in age, differing in race, differing in 

orientation and abilities, differing in politics and even religion.  As we come 

together we discover that our differences are indeed a  blessing, the more 

differences we bring, the more fully we experience the presence of the 

sacred, of You God, in our midst.   

We remember in prayer our chosen Shepherds, Bishop Kae and Bishop 

Paul.  Grant them grace for leadership each day.   And bless their families 

who must share these loved ones with us.  We are thankful for them, and 

the love and support they offer our bishops.   

 

We trust that all our beloved who have died, now rest in your eternal 

embrace.   May we one day join all the holy ones with you in the Eternal 

Embrace of Love.      

 

Teri: Together now, we say…… 

 

Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all 

glory and honor is yours all loving God, forever and ever.  

 

Great Amen: 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

Teri:  Together we turn now to words, words of prayer, as we nurture 

ourselves and the world.   Let us pray these words that people have prayed 

with Jesus for centuries.  

 

 Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   Thy kin-dom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.   Give us this day 

our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil…  

For thine is the Kin-dom, the power, and the glory…now and forever.  

Amen.  

 

Fraction Rite:  
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Teri: This is the Living God.   This is the Body and Blood of Christ.  This is 

the one who transforms the world.   Blessed are we who are called to this 

meal.  

God, I am ready to receive you.  Because by your invitation, I am here.   

(Invitation to Communion) 

We are invited to these tables just as we are. 

Wherever you are on this journey of life, you are welcome here: here in this 

place, here in this community, here at this table. Let us look for God in the 

breaking of this bread.   
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Communion Song: #325 The Body of Christ 
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Prayer after Communion: 

Teri: Please rise in body or spirit.    

Let us pray……God, in this meal You have fed us with Your Presence and 

Your Word.   May we nurture that Word in ourselves and in our lives as we 

prepare for Your new coming this Christmas.  … In Jesus’ nurturing name 

we pray, Amen. 

 

Closing Rite: 

 

Teri:  May the Love of God be with you.  And also with you. 

 

Teri: Let us open our hearts to receive God’s blessing.   

 

God of Day and God of Night, 

Bless us with just enough light and just enough night to know you in the 

sun and in the moon, in the stars and in one another.  We ask for this 

blessing now, + in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit.    Amen.   

Please repeat our sending forth after me:  

We are Light of Christ…. We are Light of Christ 

Let us go forth as such….. Let us go forth as such 

Loving and serving God….. Loving and serving God 

As we get to love and serve in God’s world….As we get to love and serve 

in God’s world. 

 

And the people respond together, Thanks be to God. 
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 Closing Song: # 58 Emmanuel 

 

 


