
18th Weekend Ordinary Time   

August 1st 2026 

Responses of the People are in bold 
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Welcome and Announcments: 

 

Opening Song: Come to the Feast 
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Invocation and Introduction: Teri 

Let us continue as one expression of God’s people.   + Father, Son, 

Holy Spirit.  Amen.  

May the Love of God, the care and compassion of the Incarnation, and the 

Fire of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

Penitential Rite 

Let us turn to our God, who sits at every table:  

 God, You are the provider of life, Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy 

 God, You feed us body and spirit Christ have mercy Christ have mercy 

 God, You bless us with Your presence Lord have mercy Lord have mercy 

Hear the Good News! Christ’s life, death and resurrection have revealed 

life eternal for you.   Your sins are forgiven.   Turn again to God, renewed in 

the name of Love, in the name of Light, in the name of New Life.   Together 

now we pray.  Amen 
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Opening Prayer 

Let us pray….God of all Goodness, we pray that you give us this day our 

daily bread.  But we know that you also implore us to feed others, to share 

what we can, to turn away from gluttony, to be concerned with and invested 

in the feeding of all of humanity.  God, give us this day our daily bread that 

we might be the ones to give to others their daily bread from you.  In Your 

Good Name we pray, Amen.  
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Let us all be seated now, as we listen to some stories from our Scriptures 

as if for the first time.   

Liturgy of the Word 

First Reading: Mark  

Our First Reading is from the Prophet Isaiah (55:1-3)   

 

All you who are thirsty, Come to the water! 

You who have no money, come, receive grain and eat; 

come, without paying and without cost, drink wine and milk! 

Why spend your money for what is not bread, your wages for what fails to 

satisfy? Heed me, and you will eat well, you will delight in rich fare. 

Bend your ear and come to me; listen, that you may have life. 

I will make an everlasting covenant with you, the faithful mercies shown to 

David  

 

This has been a reading from Prophet Isaiah.     Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm: Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 

 

 



 

 

7 

 

Second Reading: Mark  

A Reading from the letter to the Romans (8:35, 37-39)   

 

What will separate us from the love of Christ? Trouble? Calamity? 

Persecution? Hunger? Nakedness? Danger? Violence? Yet in all this we 

are more than conquerors because of God who has loved us. For I am 

certain that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the 

present nor the future, neither heights nor depths—nor anything else in all 

creation—will be able to separate us from the love of God that comes to us 

in Christ Jesus, our Savior.  

 

This has been a Reading from the letter to the Romans. Thanks be to 

God.  
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Gospel Reading:   

Joseph: May Christ be with you all.    And also with you.  

Joseph: A Reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew (14:13-21)  

Glory to You, O God.   

 

When Jesus heard about the beheading of John the Baptist, he left 

Nazareth by boat and went to a deserted place to be alone. The crowds 

heard of this and followed him from their towns on foot.  

 

When Jesus disembarked and saw the vast throng, his heart was moved 

with pity, and he healed their sick.  
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As evening drew on, the disciples approached Jesus and said, “This is a 

deserted place and it is already late. Dismiss the crowds so that they can 

go to the villages and buy some food for themselves.”  

 

Jesus said to them: “There is no need for them to disperse. Give them 

something to eat yourselves.”  

 

“We have nothing here,” they replied, “but five loaves and a couple of fish.” 

“Bring them here,” Jesus said. Then he ordered the crowds to sit on the 

grass. Taking the five loaves and two fish, Jesus looked up to heaven, 

blessed the food, broke it, and gave it to the disciples, who in turn gave it to 

the people. All those present ate their fill. The fragments remaining, when 

gathered up, filled twelve baskets. About five thousand families were fed.  

 

A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew.   

Praise to you, Jesus the Christ.   

Homily - Joseph 

Prayers of the People: Mark  

Response: Our response today is: God of all things, hear our prayer. God 

of all things, hear our prayer. 

For our world leaders.  That they listen to their conscience and lead with 

respect and dignity for all, especially the most marginalized.  We pray: God 

of all things, hear our prayer. 

For the Church and all people of God.  That we may be the hands and feet 

of Christ, working to bring about the Kin-dom of God for all. We pray: God 

of all things, hear our prayer. 

For those who are sick.  For those who struggle.  For those who feel 

isolated and alone.  (We pray especially for_____). May they find peace 

and healing in God’s gentle embrace.  We pray: God of all things, hear 

our prayer. 
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For those who have died, especially Gisele Shea. That they may rest 

peacefully in God’s eternal love.   And for those who mourn the loss of 

friends, family, and companions.   That God’s compassion may bring them 

comfort during these days. We pray: God of all things, hear our prayer. 

Fr. Teri will now read the prayers that have been typed in the comments 

(PAUSE until Teri tells you to go on.)  For these and for all the prayers we 

share through our hearts, we pray: God of all things, hear our prayer. 

In addition, Prayer Partners will be available after Mass here in the 

Sanctuary by the back altar.  For those at home, or those who have a 

prayer to share during the week, you can email our Prayer Companion 

Team at prayercompanionteam@lightofchristecc.org and someone will 

reach out to you.   These prayer ministries welcome and invite you, in 

confidence, to share your concerns in more detail or depth, or even to pray 

for you when you can’t find the words.       

Collect: Teri  

Sign of Peace 

 

 

  

mailto:prayercompanionteam@lightofchristecc.org
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Offertory Song: The Lord is my Light 
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Liturgy of the Eucharist 

(Adapted from a Liturgy by ECC priest Sue Ringler)  

Preface: Fr. Teri  

Blessed are you, Loving God of all Creation, through your goodness we 

have this bread and this wine and other food from our own cupboards to 

place on your table.  Work of earth and human hands.  May these become 

our spiritual food and drink. Blessed be God forever.  

Blessed are you, Loving God of all Creation, through your goodness we 

have these gifts to place on your table.  They represent our entire lives, and 

all that we have to offer. These gifts have traveled through purses, pockets, 

and even the mail. May these become the Light of Christ in your world. 

Blessed be God forever.  

Pray my sisters and brothers, my family, that these our gifts, our lives may 

continue to be blessed by our Loving God. 

May God accept the sacrifice at our hands, for the praise and glory of 

God’s name, for our good and the good of all God’s world.  

 

The peace of our God be with you all.    And also with you. 

Open up your hearts.    We open them up to God. 

Let us give thanks to our Loving God.    It is right to give God thanks and 

praise.   

Eternal God, Creator of all, it is right that we give you praise and glory as 

we come in thanksgiving, for you are the one God, living and true. Source 

of life, you have blessed all creation in love and in joy. You never cease to 

call us to a new and more abundant life. You invite us to trust in your mercy 

for you are always ready to forgive us and to gift us with peace when we 

forgive, too. You ask us to serve the family of God by opening our hearts to 
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the fullness of your Holy Spirit and to proclaim the power of your love. In 

wonder and gratitude, we join our voices with all of creation, with the choirs 

of angels and saints who have gone before us, as together we sing:  

 

 

 

The Words of Institution: Fr. Teri 

God, Goodness of the World, you prepare tables before us.  Send your 

Holy Spirit upon us gathered around these tables throughout your world 

and gathered as the Body of Christ that we may become signs of your love 
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and transforming work in the world.   + Let also your Spirit come upon 

these gifts of bread and wine and other food before us to make them holy 

so that they may become for us the Body and Blood of our brother, Jesus 

the Christ.  

Today, we gather to remember that on the night before he died, Jesus ate 

with his followers and his friends.  We recall how he took a loaf of bread, 

and after blessing it, he broke it, and gave it to them saying - "Take this all 

of you and eat it.   This is my body which will be given up for you."    

We remember also, that on the night before Jesus died, He took the cup 

filled with wine, and after giving thanks, passed it to his friends, saying, 

"Take this all of you and drink from it.   This is the cup of my blood.  

The blood of the new and everlasting covenant.  It will be shed for you 

and for all so that sins may be forgiven.  Do this in memory of me.“  

 

Teri (sung):  Let us proclaim the mystery of faith….. 

 

 

 

Loving God, you are holy indeed. All life, all holiness comes from you. We 

come to thank you for your Son, Jesus for it is through him that we 

experience your message of total acceptance of all people, a welcome that 

includes everyone and invites everyone to this Eucharistic table of equals. 

It was Jesus who healed all divisions and recognized You, God, present 
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within all of creation. He brought to light your way of compassion and 

justice, helping us to understand the need to care for each other with 

dignity and respect. He taught us by his life and by his death and 

resurrection to be true to ourselves, even if we, also, might need to give up 

everything as he did.  

In memory of his death and resurrection, we offer you, Compassionate 

God, this life-giving bread, this cup of plenty. May all of us who share in the 

body and blood of Christ, be brought together in unity by the Holy Spirit.  

May we be One with the love of Christ, joined by the love of all of us 

gathered here both in the sanctuary and through your gift of the internet.  

We send prayers to all in leadership in every place of worship, especially 

for our chosen shepherds Bishop Kae and Bishop Paul, and for all who 

serve God’s creation. We pray for all countries and their leaders that they 

may create justice and equality for their peoples; may peace come to our 

own country as well as to all the troubled lands of our world. We pray for all 

who are sick that health may soon be theirs.  On this day we remember our 

beloved friend Pete Conti, and we pray for all who have died. May they be 

in peace and may they welcome us, one day, into the place of eternal 

peace. In that new creation where the fullness of your peace will be 

revealed, gather people of every race, language and way of life to share in 

the one eternal banquet with Jesus Christ our Eternal Brother. 

Together now, we say…… 

 

Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all 

glory and honor is yours all loving God, forever and ever.  
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Our Father 

Teri: Let us join our hearts together in love, and pray together in the words 

that have been prayed with Jesus for centuries:  

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   Thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.   Give us this day 

our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil…  

For the Kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  

Amen.  
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This is the Living God. This is the Body and Blood of Christ.  The one who 

transforms the world with love. The one who transforms us.  Blessed are 

we who are called to this meal.  

God, I am ready to receive you.  Because by your invitation, I am here.   

Invitation to Communion 

Teri:   Gives general instructions for Communion ending with……..The 

most important thing is that you know that you are welcome here.  

Teri:  For those of us who join us with Facebook and YouTube, receive the 

grace that God and Christ shares with you on this day.   
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Communion Song: Come and Eat this Living Bread 
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Prayer after Communion:  

Teri:  Please rise in body or spirit.   And let us pray….. 

God at the center of all circles:  May this meal we share feed us, and bring 

us as One into the Body of Christ.   May this sacrament fill us with the Love 

of God, and inspire us to make what is invisible visible to all helping us to 

love well. In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen 

 

Blessing and Dismissal: Teri 

Teri: The Love of God be with you.   And also with you. 

 

Teri:  Please open your hearts, as we ask for God’s blessing. 

Teri: Receive the blessing of knowing that God cares for you and what you 

need.   May this blessing encourage you to look for loaves and fishes in 

your life and what God can do with them through you. We ask for this 

blessing now through the Three in One: the Father, and the Son, and the 

Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

Teri: 

         We are the Light of Christ.   We are the Light of Christ.  

         Let us go forth as such.      Let us go forth as such.  

         Loving and serving God.     Loving and serving God.  

         As we get to love and serve in God’s world.     

                         As we get to love and serve in God’s world.   

         Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God. 
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Closing Hymn: Joyful, Joyful, We Adore You 

 


