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20th Weekend in Ordinary Time 

August 15, 2026 

The responses of the people are in bold 

 

 

Presider: Father Mike 

Liturgist: “A Brackett” 
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Welcome and announcements: 

 

Opening Song:  As Christ to the World 

 

Invocation and Introduction: Mike 

Let us continue as one expression of God’s people.  + Father, Son, Holy 

Spirit.  Amen.  
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May the love of God, the peace of  Jesus the Christ, and the fellowship of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

Greeting:  

Penitential Rite:  

The Lord welcomes us back with joy when we fail to live our covenant. Let 

us accept his pardon with gratitude and learn from him to forgive others. 

Jesus, Son of David, you revealed to us your Father  as the God of all 

people: Lord have Mercy.  Lord, have mercy.   

Jesus Christ, you came to save all people and you died and rose for all: 

Christ, have merc  Christ, have mercy.   

Jesus, you hear the prayer of all and make yourself known to all those who 

seek you: Lord, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy.  

May Almighty God have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to 

everlasting life. Amen 

 

For this amazing gift of grace we give you Glory 
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Opening Prayer: Father Mike 

Let us pray:  Creator of all, long ago you chose the people of Israel to make 

your name known to all the nations. Your Son Jesus Christ made it clear 

that forgiveness and fullness of life are the share of all who believe in him. 

Make your Church truly a place of encounter for all those who grope for 

you, that all obstacles and barriers may be removed and that the riches of 

all nations and cultures may reveal the thousand faces of the love you 

show us in Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN  
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Liturgy of the Word 

First Reading:  

Our first reading is from the prophet Isaiah (56:1, 6-7). 

Thus says ADONAI: 

“Do what is right, work for justice. For my liberation is about to come and 

my justice is about to be revealed.” 

For thus says ADONAI, 

“The foreigners who join themselves to me, ministering to me, loving the 

name of ADONAI, and becoming my servants— all who observe the 

Sabbath and do not profane it, and cling to my covenant— these I will bring 

to my holy mountain. I will make them joyful in my house of prayer.” 

This has been a reading from the prophet Isaiah.  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 67: O God, Let all the Nations 
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Second Reading:  

Our Second Reading is from the letter to the Romans (11:13-15, 29-32) 

I say this now to you Gentiles:  

“Inasmuch as I am the apostle of the Gentiles, I glory in my ministry, trying 

to rouse my own people to jealousy and save some of them. For if their 

rejection has meant reconciliation for the world, what will their acceptance 

mean? 

Nothing less than life from the dead! 

God’s gift and God’s call are irrevocable.  Just as you were once 

disobedient to God and now have received mercy through Israel’s 

disobedience, now they have become disobedient — since God wished to 

show you mercy — that they too may receive mercy. God has imprisoned 

all in disobedience in order to have mercy on everyone.” 

 

This has been a reading from the book of Romans 

Thanks be to God.  
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Gospel Reading: Mike 

   The Risen Christ be with you all. And also with you. 

   A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew (15:21 - 28)  

Glory to you, O God+ 

Jesus left Gennesaret and departed for the district of Tyre and Sidon. It 

happened that a Canaanite woman living in that area came and cried out to 

Jesus, “Heir to the House of David, have pity on me! My daughter is 

horribly demon-possessed.” 

Jesus gave her no word of response. The disciples came up and 

repeatedly said to him, “Please get rid of her! She keeps calling after us.” 

Finally Jesus turned to the woman and said, “My mission is only to the lost 

sheep of the house of Israel.” 
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She then prostrated herself before him with the plea, “Help me, Rabbi!” 

He answered, “But it is not right to take the children’s food and throw it to 

the dogs.” 

“True, Rabbi,” she replied, “but even the dogs eat the scraps that fall from 

the table.” 

Jesus then said in reply, “Woman, you have great faith! Your wish will 

come to pass.” At that very moment her daughter was healed. 

The Gospel of our God     Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.   

Homily: Mike 

 

Prayers of the People: 

Our response today is: Loving God, hear our prayer.  Loving God, hear 

our prayer. 

 

For leaders across the world. That they work towards justice, peace and 

inclusivity for all, especially the most marginalized.  We pray: Loving God, 

hear our prayer. 

For our church and all people of faith.  That we may open our hearts to one 

another, and value the gift of relationship as we move forward in our charge 

to be the Body of Christ together.  We pray: Loving God, hear our prayer. 

For all who are sick, (especially________). For those whose hearts are not 

at peace and those who struggle to feel a sense of belonging. That the 

friendship of Christ may walk with them and bring comfort to their hearts. 

We pray: Loving God, hear our prayer. 

For all who have died (especially _____). That they may rest peacefully in 

God’s eternal embrace.   And for those who mourn the loss of friends, 

family, and companions.   That God’s compassion may bring them comfort 

during these days. We pray: Loving God, hear our prayer. 
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Are there any prayers here in the sanctuary? (liturgist to field.  Please 

repeat/summarize the prayer for those at home and then “We pray:Loving 

God, hear our prayer.”) 

For these and for all the prayers we share through our hearts, we pray: 

Loving God, hear our prayer. 

In addition, Prayer Partners will be available after Mass here in the 

Sanctuary by the back altar.  For those at home, or those who have a 

prayer to share during the week, you can email our Prayer Companion 

Team at prayercompanionteam@lightofchristecc.org and someone will 

reach out to you.   These prayer ministries welcome and invite you, in 

confidence, to share your concerns in more detail or depth, or even to pray 

for you when you can’t find the words.       

Collect. 

God our Father, do not allow us ever to become a self-enclosed group, but 

make us into a real community open to all people and all needs, on account 

of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

Sign of Peace 

Presider: The Peace of the Lord be with you always.   And also with you. 

  

Let us offer one another a sign of peace! Let us first turn to the cameras in 

the back of the sanctuary and give a sign of peace to those at home.  

And now let us give a sign of peace to those in the sanctuary. 

 

 

  

mailto:prayercompanionteam@lightofchristecc.org
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Offertory Song: Healed In Christ 
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Liturgy of the Eucharist 

(Adapted from a Liturgy by ECC priest Sue Ringler)  

Preface: Father Mike 

Blessed are you, Loving God of all Creation, through your goodness we 

have this bread and this wine and other food from our own cupboards to 

place on your table.  Work of earth and human hands.  May these become 

our spiritual food and drink. Blessed be God forever.  

Blessed are you, Loving God of all Creation, through your goodness we 

have these gifts to place on your table.  They represent our entire lives, and 

all that we have to offer. These gifts have traveled through purses, pockets, 

and even the mail. May these become the Light of Christ in your world. 

Blessed be God forever.  

Pray my sisters and brothers, my family, that these our gifts, our lives may 

continue to be blessed by our Loving God. 

May God accept the sacrifice at our hands, for the praise and glory of 

God’s name, for our good and the good of all God’s world.  

 

The peace of our God be with you all.    And also with you. 

Open up your hearts.    We open them up to God. 

Let us give thanks to our Loving God.    It is right to give God thanks and 

praise.   

Eternal God, Creator of all, it is right that we give you praise and glory as 

we come in thanksgiving, for you are the one God, living and true. Source 

of life, you have blessed all creation in love and in joy. You never cease to 

call us to a new and more abundant life. You invite us to trust in your mercy 

for you are always ready to forgive us and to gift us with peace when we 

forgive, too. You ask us to serve the family of God by opening our hearts to 

the fullness of your Holy Spirit and to proclaim the power of your love. In 
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wonder and gratitude, we join our voices with all of creation, with the choirs 

of angels and saints who have gone before us, as together we sing:  

Sanctus:  

 

 

The Words of Institution 

God, Goodness of the World, you prepare tables before us.  Send your 

Holy Spirit upon us gathered around these tables throughout your world 

and gathered as the Body of Christ that we may become signs of your love 

and transforming work in the world.   + Let also your Spirit come upon 

these gifts of bread and wine and other food before us to make them holy 
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so that they may become for us the Body and Blood of our brother, Jesus 

the Christ.  

Today, we gather to remember that on the night before he died, Jesus ate 

with his followers and his friends.  We recall how he took a loaf of bread, 

and after blessing it, he broke it, and gave it to them saying - "Take this all 

of you and eat it.   This is my body which will be given up for you."    

We remember also, that on the night before Jesus died, He took the cup 

filled with wine, and after giving thanks, passed it to his friends, saying, 

"Take this all of you and drink from it.   This is the cup of my blood.  

The blood of the new and everlasting covenant.  It will be shed for you 

and for all so that sins may be forgiven.  Do this in memory of me.“  

 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith….. 

 

Memorial Acclamation:

 

 

Loving God, you are holy indeed. All life, all holiness comes from you. We 

come to thank you for your Son, Jesus for it is through him that we 

experience your message of total acceptance of all people, a welcome that 

includes everyone and invites everyone to this Eucharistic table of equals. 

It was Jesus who healed all divisions and recognized You, God, present 



 

14 

within all of creation. He brought to light your way of compassion and 

justice, helping us to understand the need to care for each other with 

dignity and respect. He taught us by his life and by his death and 

resurrection to be true to ourselves, even if we, also, might need to give up 

everything as he did.  

In memory of his death and resurrection, we offer you, Compassionate 

God, this life-giving bread, this cup of plenty. May all of us who share in the 

body and blood of Christ, be brought together in unity by the Holy Spirit.  

May we be One with the love of Christ, joined by the love of all of us 

gathered here both in the sanctuary and through your gift of the internet.  

We send prayers to all in leadership in every place of worship, especially 

for our chosen shepherds Bishop Kae and Bishop Paul, and for all who 

serve God’s creation. We pray for all countries and their leaders that they 

may create justice and equality for their peoples; may peace come to our 

own country as well as to all the troubled lands of our world. We pray for all 

who are sick that health may soon be theirs.  We pray for all who have 

died. May they be in peace and may they welcome us, one day, into the 

place of eternal peace. In that new creation where the fullness of your 

peace will be revealed, gather people of every race, language and way of 

life to share in the one eternal banquet with Jesus Christ our Eternal 

Brother. 

Together now, we say…… 

 

Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all 

glory and honor is yours all loving God, forever and ever.  
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Our Father 

Let us join hearts together, a symbol of how God is circling the world right 

now and prayer words that have been prayed for centuries.  

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.   Thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.   Give us this day 

our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil…  

For the Kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  

Amen.  
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This is the Living God. This is the Body and Blood of Christ.  The one who 

transforms the world with love. The one who transforms us.  Blessed are 

we who are called to this meal.  

God, I am ready to receive you.  Because by your invitation, I am here.   

Invitation to Communion 

(Father Mike will give general instructions for Communion ending 

with)……..The most important thing is that you know that you are welcome 

here.  

 

For those of us who join us with Facebook and YouTube, receive the grace 

that God gives to you this day. 

Communion Song: The Supper of the Lord 
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Prayer after Communion: Mike 

Let us pray… 

God, in this Eucharist we have all been one in Jesus Christ your Son. 
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He died and rose to life for all; his likeness is reflected in the face of every 

human being: let it become visible in all. Let his face not be marred or 

divided by our prejudices and fears; do not allow our love to be less than 

universal, but unite us all in him who is our common way to you and to one 

another, Jesus Christ our Lord  In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 

 

Blessing and Dismissal 

The Love of God be with you.  And also with you. 

Let us open our hearts and ask for God’s blessing.   

May the God who calls us into the fullness of life bless you with courage for 

the journey, gentleness for those you meet, and joy in every act of love. 

AMEN 

May Christ, our companion and our peace, guide your steps and guard 

your hearts. AMEN 

And may the Holy Spirit make your life a gift for the world. AMEN 

May God bless you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit.  Amen 

Please repeat our sending forth after me:  

We are Light of Christ…. We are Light of Christ 

Let us go forth as such….. Let us go forth as such 

Loving and serving God….. Loving and serving God 

As we get to love and serve in God’s world….As we get to love and serve 

in God’s world. 

 

Thanks be to God…Thanks be to God. 
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 Closing Song: Seek Ye First 

 

 

 


